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Bee DOING FINE, 
NS &/CK--JUST 


IN CASE YOU DIDN'T. KNOW 
WT, TRUE BELIEVER, THIS. 
IS SPIDER-MAN-~ ORAMATIC, 
TRAUMA-TOSSED, TEEN-AGED 
CHAMPION OF JUSTICE, 


eee 6 98s 
eee BL ee 
OTHER HAND, A IL S722 THINK WE 


IM) 1S R/CK JONES: ( A 
=i GQ) SHOULD'VE BEEN 

Teles... ¥ \ b ‘ON OUR WAY TO 
. SAN FRANCISCO 
LI FAIR SHARE OF ‘ BY NOW. 
Hy ORE TIE H z . IE THE MENACE 
BS SUIMMARITIES a) oe : ye YOU SENSE THERE 

kof i j IS AS BAD AS YOU 
iA ‘ SAY IT IS, WE-~ 


Py 
“WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE, 


\ 


OR, WHILE SPIDER-MAN 
tS MERELY ONE BEING, 
RICK JONES SHARES HIS 
BODY =-WITH A WONDROUS 
WARRIOR FROM THE FAR- 
FLUNG STARS! 


10 PUT AT SUCTINCTLY, 
TRUE BELIEVER: 
RICK JONES (S-- 


CAPTAIN 
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“THE THREAT. CROSS-COUNTRY /S 
AS NOTHING COMPARED TO WHAT 
MY KREE-BORN SENSES, MERE 
MINUTES AGO, DETECTED NEAR 

HERES" 


YEAH-— 
ABOUT THAT: 
T DON'T MIND 

RUNNIN’ MY 


"= CONCENTRATE==AND 
LET YOUR MIND'S EVE 


<THE 
"STONES" 


WE'RE CHASIN’ 
THAT? WAY? JUST 
LOOKS LIKE THE 
WORLD'S BIGGEST 
EMERALD IS ALL-~/ 


DON'T SCREW 
OP A 


"ANT A GOODLY 
DISTANCE CROSS 
TOWN, THAT /S- 
PRECISELY WHATA | 
CERTAIN GLOVED 


i, HAND BELIEVES (7 | 
HL 1S REACHING FOR-~ 
{ 


JUST £O00K AT IT-~\ij 


GAIN. GOTTA BE WORTH A 
HUNORED THOU 


ZWERE! 
IT'S BOWES AN 


IRON MAN GOES MAD! AND NOTHING CAN STOP HIM! 


AT LEAST. 


AND THOSE BUMS < 
IN THE "PEW" = 
FIGGERED I'D NEVER | \ "Tis 
GET NOWHERE--/ Nv 


IF THEY COULD 
ONLY BE HERE 
TO SEE ME--/ 


ME--BASIL ELKS-- --'CAUSE /7” WAS SO 
"BASUISK', THEY FEARSOME--WHILE 
CALLED ME, LIKE J WAS SUCH A 
THE LEGENDARY SHLUMPS 
BEAST-- WHOSE 

GLANCE COULD TURN 


I MEAN--I JUST STOLE 
THE GRAN'DAODY OF ALL 
EMERALOS ~~ 


--GLOWING--THROBBING-- 
PULSATING LIKE IT HAD 
A £/FE OF ITS OWN/ 


MEN INTO STONE-~ 


WELL, 
LET'S SEE 
‘EM_LAUGH 

ih AT ME 

wows 


rats : 


aN 


Bh N \ 
wwi/A SSS Mai 
WW vesirae's owes IN A ).\\\E THE Guneo--4? BUT HIS ROUNDS 
N| THIS MUSEUM HAVE 4 WEREN'T S'POSED TO BRING HIM 
BEEN OVER SINCE () SACK TO THIS WING FOR FIVE MORE 
SUNDOWN! 8: MIN-=/ i 
y eet g i 
x 


WHY, WITH THIS 
GEM, I COULD-~- 


Oo 
OH...NO,..I SPENT 
THOSE FIVE 


< {| \\ ¢ “Al 


a 


Wu. 
Zoi 


AY 


ZZ 
A OS 


nie 


HE TAKES ME /¥--AND IT'S THEN YOU 
BACK TO 'STIR’ AERMANENTLY-- ETTER SACO: 

BACK TO THE JEE@S--THE , CHUM. 
RIDICULE--/ 


jaa 


UH-UH, PAL- 
NO CHANCES 


NOBODY'S EVER 
“TAKIN' ME BACK 
TO PRISON ALIVE! 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


ZZ n Har ¥-OU DON'T 
. LEAVE Me 


MUCH 
By CHOICE! 


2g 


S ELKS THINKS THESE 
STARTLEO THOUGHTS, | 
AIS WORLD ERUPTS 
_ AROUNO Hip 


JAVES OF TREMENDOUS FORCE \. 
5) RIPPLE THROUGH THE STAID 


IET, IN THE CHAMBER'S MUSTY PLEASE--DON'T 
/ESS, NE(THE 7 MAN REALLY KILL ME! STOP-~ 


--FREEZE 
WHERE YOU 
ARE! 


HEAVEN ONLY. 
KNOWS WHERE 
THE 
EXPLOSION 


BLEW MINE,’ 3-—¢ 


oe 


WHA--2 T--T DON'T 
YNDERSTAND--/ 
THE GUARD'S FROZEN 
TO THE SPOT--/ 
I MEAN--REALLY 
FROZEN! 
MU? NY REFLECTION )\ IRS 200K AT ME-- 
IN THAT ANTIQUE MY CLOTHES IN 
MIRROR -- ah TATTERS--MY 
F te FLESH SICKLY 
CDF | Pace-- mv eves 
R\ SO HUGE AND 
GLOWING! _4 


TURNED ME INTO i| 
SOMETHING MORE | 


THEY ACTED 
THAN HUMAN--/ 


UPON MY 
PLEA--BUT 
HOW? 


ar 


_{ WH-WHAT'S 
_ | HAPPENED 


YES, IT 45.7 I NEED 
ONLY 7H/NK’ OF IT-- 
AND THE @AXS 
SHOOT OUT AGA) 
ry < FOOLS LAUGHED AT 
ME IN PRISON-- 
BUT THEY'LL WEVER 
LAUGH AGAIN-~ 


-FOR NOW T 
AM WHAT 
THEY ALWAYS 


TRANSFORMING 
THAT ANCIENT 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


Bho WN CASE YOU'RE WONDERING| pei ay GUESS MISSING MOWES 
ABOUT A CERTAIN WEB-SLINGER, 2s Bh, |S ONE OF THE DRAW- 
LETS SHIET THE SCENE A HALE - J 
BLOCK NORTH: r SPU 
SLOW DOWN, Wy OF THE LESSER 
PARKER--YOU'VE GOT TEN | Sie | . xt, DRAWBACKS. 
WHOLE MINUTES TO CATCH \ Ss, 
THE: LAST SHOW. F z LISTING THE AMAJOR 
oO ZZ ONES WOULD TAKE 
MAN, AM T LOOKING 4oRwaeD # ME THE REST OF THE-- | 
TO THIS, HAVEN'T SEEN A MOVE i 6 Oo 
IN SO LONG, I PROBABLY COULDN'T \ y HOKAY--THAT’S ABOUT 
TELL €4/N7 EASTWOOD FROM S = ENOUGH OF 7HA7, I SAID I 
LINDA x - i WAS GONNA TAKE TONIGHT 
OFF=-AND I MEANT IT! y 
O 


NO MELANCHOLY SOLO. 
NO SELF-P/TY-~ 


tap! 


i, QUTWARD--; 
3 oO 
NO CHANCE VOR) A EITHER THEY'VE 
7 ‘ COME UP WITH A 
WAY OF 
RENOVATING THE 
PLACE ORr= 


POWER! SUDDENLY 
I SENSE AOWER 

LIKE THAT WHICH MADE. 
ME WHAT I AM=-/ 


W SOMEWHERE IN 

THINGS WERE |) THIS CITY, THERE 

GOING 700 f : d MUST BE ANOTHER § 

WELL TO LAST. ?\\ ‘ EONS Uta 
y |E FO! if 


LITTLE SHOW, 
OF HIS OWN,’ 


LOOKS LIKE IT'S 

TIME FOR PETER. 

foxy PARKER TO RET/RE 
ego FOR THE NIGHT-~ 


HEY, I'VE 
REALLY GOT 
OSTUME- 


OL! BASIL-BOY 
DIDN'T EVEN HAVE 
Ber TIME To REACH 
Ek THE CoRR 
Ef WHILE I WAS 
: SCRAMBLING 
AROUND IN THE 
BUSHES. 


BUT WITH A BEING 
WHOSE SLIGHTEST 
GLANCE CAN 
DESTROY YOU! 


=-BUT I_DON'T 

INTEND TO FIND 

OUT THE MARD 
WAY! 


2 =f L7G 
“SCUISE ME, CHUM-- BUT Vk --AND LORD ONLY SP, ¥ a 
Fee Ne cin BUT VE ony xotons War vee SEDER MAM 

MUSEUM WANNA TALK Ji ELSE IS WSIDE, » >i 

TO YOU! | S Ko yf, pi 

Ves if > 


STAY AWAY 
FROM M6, FOOL. 


‘DON'T KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT THOSE EVES: 


ANN 


CONTINUED AFTER WEXT PAGE 


NEVERTHELESS, Wh SORRY, WHA-~P INSECT, 
SPIDER-MAN. < WH AN \ 00 YOU THINK 
YOU W724 FIND Linge COVERING MY EYES 

OUT’ oa / GUs > \ WILL DEFEAT ME? 


PERHAPS --| 
BUTT WILL 


IT APPEARS 
THE BASILISK 
WILL BEGIN 
¢ Og} HIS CAREER-- 


THE MOST COSMIC QUEST OF ALL! AND IT STARTS IN THOR #218! 14 


a prea? 

AYOW, THROUGH THE MIRACLE OF 

ARTISTIC LICENSE, WE TAKE YOu 

BACK IN TIME A MERE FIFTEEN a 
SECONDS =~ 


f SPIDER-MAN ~~ 
ABOUT TO BE WASTED 
BY SOME COSTUMED 

REFUGEE FROM A 
REPTILE FARM, 


"QUICKLY, RICK--BEFORE & 
IT'S 700 LATE--SLAM. ‘ 
THE NEGA-BANDS UPON 

YOUR WRISTS TOGETHER-=" 


IAA 
ATOM-SWITEHING 
BIT THAT WILL 


_ WELL--HERE 
GOES WOTHING, 


VY, - 
ASHEN THE GLEAMING 
METALLIC BANDS ARE 


[POR AN INSTANT 
THE AIR SH/MMERS 


On 
4ONG ENOUGH FOR 
| | 7HEM 70 REACH THEIR 
|| NTENDED TARGET- 


CALLED A 
"CRETIN'S 


CRETINA I NEVER KNEW 
THAT WORD BEFORE, THE » 
EXPLOSION HAS INCREASED 


My BES then bad AS WELL. 


BUT FIRST & 
I MUST DEAL 


HAVE TO COWCENTRATE--“Yf 
Q) MUST £OCUS MY INTERNAL. 
ENERGIES ON LEW/7A7/QW-- 
HZ : 


wea 


FROM THIS HUNGRY 
EARTH-- 


NY ar--? ANOTHER 
—— COSTUMED CRETIN-- | 
COME TO THE WEB: 


SPIDER-MAN'S 
) STUNNED--/ 
MUST GIVE HIM 


THE NAME IS 
Wl Mae-vEele, 
fi\ BUG-EYED ONE-3} 


--OR CAPTAIN \\ 
MARVEL, IF 
YOU PREFER--}. 


IT'S PLLING-- SUCKING ME 
2OWN INTO THE STREET--/ 


THONGOR IN THE ARENA OF DEATH—IN CREATURES ON THE LOOSE #27! 16 


CAPTAIN MARVEL 
THAT ONCE I WAS, 
VILLAIN; NO LONGER 

DOL ACTIVELY 

SEEK COMBAT-~ 


[> 
--BUT YOU HAVE 
SORELY WIURED 

SPIDER-MAN-- 
ATTEMPTED 
TOMURPER 


DESTROYING HIM AND 
SPIDER-MAN COULD TAKE 
THE WHOLE A/GHT--AND 1 
DOM'T HAVE TIME TO SPARE 
RIGHT NOW--/ | 


~-BUT THERE IS NOWHE! 
HE BASILISK CAN GO. 


ING ME /MMOBILE 
LIKE A FLY TRAPPED 
IN AMBEd 


Ro=! 


CAUGHT LIKE 
THIS, I CANNOT SUSTAIN: 
MY FLIGHT-~ 


="~-AND.FROM THIS 
HEIGHT, A FALL COULD 
KiLé ME! 


THRUST HIM 
SKYWARD AS IF THEY 
WERE ROCKET 

ENGINES-~ 


THE 400L--1 GAVE HIM 
CHANCE TO. SURVIVE 
THIS NIGHT-~ pace 


BUT NOW, 
HATEVER 
BEFALLS HIM 
1S HIS OWN 
FAULTS 


**BUT*BREAKING Ov7 
OF THIS SUFFOCATING 
PRISON |S SOMETHING 
ONLYZ CAN DO, 
THEN A FAINT ; 


THBIPPING SOUND 
FULLS THE 


NO QUESTION 
OF 


CONCENTRATION XI 
NOW-~NO FOCUSING 3 
OF WiLL POWER~ 


Dye 
Ges 


CLES 
TO THEIR SNAPPING 
POINTS AND- 


GUESS THAT MAKES US EVEW FOR 
YOUR SAVING MY HIDE A FEW 
MINUTES BACK, HERO, 


BY THE way--vou We 
WOULDN'T HAVE ANY 

IDEA WHAT THIS 
BASILISK MESS IS | & 
ABOUT, WOULD YA? 


I FEAR I KNOW éxac7ly 
WHAT IT IS ABOUT, 
SPIDER-MAN. 


ACROSS THE 
STREET BELOW 
ME-=: 


f 
~— 


. © 
£ HE'S BROKEN 


= S \" = 

- LISTEN CLOSEZY-~ANI 
MYAALL== s T WILL EXPLAIN AS 
. r / BEST I CAN... 


“TWO BRILLIANT GEMS! 
( @ wee naues wold ge 
UNPRONGUNCABLE 70. 
YOU, SPIDER-MAN =-8UT 
TRANSLATED FREELY INTO 
WOUR LANGUAGE THEY 
WOULD BE CALLED 


“DEEP'IN THAT SECTOR OF 
THE COSMOS RULED BY Ay [i 
MOTHER-RACE-~THE STAR= 
BLESSED KREE. 
"IF BEGINS UPON A GREAT GLEAMING SPACE- 
CRAFT, HURTLING THRU THE HEAVENS WITH 
A MOST DEADLY CARGO-- 


one 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE. 


Zi NN 2 swe Was TAKING THE GEMS TO BE 
Qe dil DESTROYED (MN THE HEART OF A DISTANT 
a SUN=-WHEN THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, 


ONE OF THE 
CREWMEN, 
N MAODENED 
BY LUST FOR 


ne 
SS. 


POSSESSION. f 
OF JHE STONES, f "AND SET ABOUT 70 STEAL M | 


GUARDS-~ 3 
(SET OS 


"ME PLANNED TO ESCAPE THE KREE-SHIP INA SHALL We DID NOT C/E LONG ENOUGH. 
LU6E-CRAFT, SELL THE GEMS ON SOME FAR-ELUNG | Wr cave men ooh 
WORLD~-AND LIVE (NW LUXURY FOR THE RESTOF oh 


: CRAFT, WAS STILL IN SIGMT OF THE MOTHER 
SHIP WHEN 1T EXPLODED, BRIGHTENING THE HEAVENS 
POR AN IWSTANT WITH A PAROKYSU OF 


» St WE FOLLOW HIM, SPIDER-MAN-- 
UE Deena: _| FOR MY SENSES ARE NOW ATTUNED | 7K 
Ci ep EERE STONE” SPAWNED Via@ATIONS 
Sad balsas Bg MUSEUM NEARBY--THE \y 
ALPHA=STONE THAT 
SUPPLIES THE @ASIL/SK 
\_ WITH HIS POWER, 


APPARENTLY, HE'S GONE 
.IN SEARCH OF THE 
SECOND GEM--BUT HE 
MUST WOT BE ALLOWED 
TO POSSESS IT! 


i" c fi 
SAYING SO IS ONE THING--BUT \| 
JUST WHAT DO YOU FIGURE WE 

CAN 20 ABOUT IT: 


THE KING OF VAMPIRES IN FOUR STORIES? THAT'S DRACULA #15! 22. 


WUMELY SCENE SHIET: FROM NE OEAR MARTH A-» 
MARRIED To THE 
THE HEART OF NEW YORK'S OMAN FOR 23\YEARS C 
FINANCIAL OISTRICT++ -AND SHE STILL 4) % AC/O SHE 
{DON'T KNOW HOW : ly \C “Fixeo Me 
SPECIFICALLY, Wide, : A ks fale LAs NiGHT, 
REET==4 CERTAIN OLI/ET y FiL=*' 
ee ie ND 
‘Tv 


} HUH? SOUNDS 
LIKE SOMEBO| 
ON THE £07*=;' 


io. 48 BUT HE'S S77ZZ GOT 
ene! NO GALL 0 $a 
ay) ats : 


A q 
Hf CERTAIN OF IT/ 2 de 
KK Wy poy Panty Sescoxt 
ITS. PRESENCE, 
Es 
1 CAN SENSE 
THE GEM 
IN THE GROUND 
BELOW ME-» 


aml 


“JUST AS 1 CAN 
SENSE THE 

APPROACH OF CU 2, 
A NEWr*ALBEIT 


yyy ae 
ANNOYANCE. 


IF THERE IS ANY 
HARM TO BE DON 
HERE, OLD MAN~ 


Ue ive OFFENDING YOUR SENSIBILITIES, TRUE 
BELIEVER, WELL TURN AWAY FOR A MOMENT 
7 SCENE OF UAPENDING VIOLENCE -- 


IND FOCUS ONCE]  2N~ F 


WELL IT SEEMS, SPIDER- 
MAN, HIS VIBRATIONS 
GROW EVER STRONGER, 


BUT PRAY WE REACH HIM BEFORE 
fe Scere 
Hi 
CANNOT Ae. GAIN, HE COULD EASILY-~ 
SPIDER-MAN-- 


~-OESTROY THE WORLD/: 5 "AND MAKE THOSE 
WHO'VE SCORVED 
ME ALL MY LIFE 
VEE 


> S 
=-BUT IT 
WOULD BE SUCH 
SWEET/RONY 
FOR ME TO 
RULE THE 


WORLD 
INSTEAD-- 


(T'S DELICIOUS ~~ 
THE PERFECT 
PLAN--// 


Who WE SAY ANYTHING 
HERE ABOUT THE BEST-LAID 
PLANS OF MICE AND BASILISKS.., 


as 


po 
aa 
Va iI 


HE MUST BI eer 
STOPPED -- BEFORE Vacs 
HE UNEARTHS THE 

OMEGA-STONE/ 


a7] 


LINGER SPEAKS, THE 
ONE CALLED BASILISK IS |} 
TURNING es JAUNDICED 


I DON'T 


g IF I DON'T FIND SOME-. 
THING TO SNAG ON TO=~ 
IT'S GONNA BE ONE 

p HECK OF ALANOING! 


We SINGER HURTLES QUER THE RODE: ? 
COMPANION HURTLES ACROSS. THE £0) 
STAND AWAY FROM THAT © > 
PIT, BASILISK! 


THE OMEGA-STONE 
1S NOT YOURS TO 
OWNS 


PERHAPS-~BUT YOU'LL 
NEVER STOP ME FROM 
TAKING IT! 


ICAN SENSE IT--INCHES 
BELOW THE SOIL--WHERE 


HEN WOME 
OF_THIS MIGHT. 
EVER HAVE 
HAPPENED, 


-SHOULD BE OUT OF ACTION 
LONG ENOUGH FOR ME TO 
UNEARTH THE OMEGA-STONE 5490 o 

MYSELF -- 


NO--MY GEM-- 
I WON'T LET 


NOW YOU WOULDN'T 
WANNA DO 7Ald7, 


--BURNING 
SUPER-HEROES 
ARE ALMOST 
WMPOSS/BLE 


TO 
EXTINGUISH! 


DOC SAVAGE VS. “THE BRAND OF THE WEREWOLF!" NUFF SAID! 


BASIL-BOyY- 


ASK JOHNNY 
STORM IF YOU 
DON'T BELIEVE 

me, 


THAT'S IT, spineR man) | 
KEEP HIM 8US¥7 


Ae 


A_FEW MORE 
SECONDS TO 
UNCOVER 
THE OMEGA- 

STONE. 


IND SEND IT WHERE 

HE'LL NEVER BE ABLE 

TO LAY HIS HANPS ON 
IT AGAINS 


"KEEP HIM BUS%"' OH, WELL--AS SOMEBODY 
SURE--THAT'S EASY ELSE ONCE SAID--"7HATS: 
FOR ee Sie TO THE BUSINESS!" 
y-= S 


=~ BUT WHAT 
WOULD HE DO 


GOING TO DROP 
THOSE STEEL (), 
Casini UPON 3 


==BUT THAT 
WEB-SLINGER 
WILL SOON 


IC 7weRe/ I SEE i . 8Y THE SEVEN STARS. 
[NC IT SENEATA ME: e a THE GEM |S--GROWING 
. ; . SO LARGE I CAN NO 
LONGER HOLO IT--/ 

O O 


IN SOME STRANGE MANNER, 
THE OMEGA-STONE IS 


& SO THIS IS 
WHAT MEN HAVE 
O/ED FOR. I CAN 

SEE WAYS 


{ IT'S SO STRANGELY 
BEAUTIFUL 
{ THROBBING AT MY 3 
WG ToucH as ie-- 7 


ANNIHILUS VS. THE FABULOUS FANTASTIC FOUR! A CLASH OF TITANS! 31 


My £EG-= I'MA * GOT TO PULL 


BEING DRAWN 


SOMEHOW THE 
fF OMEGA-STONE 1S 
FEEDING ON.MY ~ 
KREE-ENERGIES TO 
INCREASE ITS S/ZE--/; 


Ay 


HEY, I THINK 
WE'RE FIGHTING OVER n | THE GEM'S 
SHIMMERING -- 
GLOWING -- 


THE KREE-MAN HAS 
DONE SOMETHING 
TO IT! HE'S-- > 
WAITS 


OU. : OUTWITTED HIM? 

OUTWITTED ME I. DON'T EVEN KNOW. 

THUS TIME, 4. WHAT'S GOING ONS 
SPIDER-MA . 2 


(4 


NOT WORTH.GOING AFTER 

THE. BASILISK-- NOT WIT! 

THE SECOND GEM GONE: 
O 


SOMEHOW I DON’T 
THINK MARVEL 
WANTED TO GO-- 

BUT WHAT CANT 


WHAT CAN 
IDO 
ABOUT 

ANYTHING? 


Leu. LEARN THE ANSWER TO THAT NEXT. 

ISSUE, TRUE BELIEVER -WHEN OUR WONDROUS, 

WEB-SLINGER ANB THE REMARKABLE MNUSTER 
FANTASTIC JOIN FORCES TO BATTLE... 


‘CHAOS Az EARTH'S CORE 


Re 
aa 


